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	   I. Introduction 
a. Feeling of insignificance 
b. Who will even remember our name? 
c. Struggle to find our place 

 
II. Soldiers in Gods Army 

a. What is bnei maron? Rosh Hashana gives three opinions.  Maharal explains them as 
follows: 

i. Metaphor of flock of sheep implies judged by single set of objective criteria 
ii. Man is not interchangeable and simply a copy. Each man is unique and must 

recognize special task in life.  Don’t just see a whole uniform, homogeneous flock 
but everyone a unique individual.   

iii. Third explanation understands that too much emphasis on uniform community 
denies individualism.  However, too much emphasis on individualism leads to 
egocentricity.  Third explanation blends the two.  An army made up of individual 
units that all serve same goal in one army.   

b. Tension between individual and community  
i. Lubavitcher Rebbe on Netzavim  

ii. Rav Kook - Each and every Jew is unique but must work together  
  

III. Our Mission 
a. Nesivos Shalom – Rosh Hashana is about coronating Hashem and then as King He 

evaluates His kingdom  
b. This time of the year, each and every year, we are being evaluated about how good of a 

solider we are.  Are we serving our mission, fulfilling our purpose, making a difference? 
c. What is our purpose in this world?  Why were we created? 

i. Mesillas Yesharim – duty in this world 
ii. David Brooks - age of the selflie 

iii. Michtav mei’eliyahu - our purpose is to determine our duty and obligations to the 
world, not our rights and entitlements.   

iv. Nesivas Shalom – search out unique mission  
v. Kiddush levana - Follow the constellations that do their job and it brings them great 

joy  
d. Each of us absolutely unique and uniquely positioned to make contributions to the world. 

i. One should say the world was created for me. 
ii. He who saves a life is considered to have saved an entire world (Sanhedrin 37a) 

iii. Rambam (hilchos teshuva 3:4) – a person can tip scales of all mankind. 
iv. Hashem gives a name to every star – Tehillim (147:4) 
v. Pirkei Avos 2:5 – where there is no man, be a man 

 
IV. Discovering your mission 

a. Requires self awareness 
i. Tzav v’ziruz –becoming who you really are 

ii. Rabbi Shlomo Freifeld – not competing 
iii. Rav Aharon Lichtenstein – calling 
iv. Netziv (bamidbar 15:41) – forge own path 
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v. 48 ways of wisdom – know your place 

vi. Rabbi Tatz 
vii. Nesivos Shalom  

viii. Rav Wolbe  
b. Through your profession 

i. Chovos Ha’Levavos sha’ar ha’emunah chapter 3 
ii. Alei Shur 1:269-270 – stitches on shoes 

c. Don’t be jealous of someone else’s mission 
i. Rabbi Tatz – teenagers thinking guide page 79-80 

ii. Alei Shur 1:37 
 

V. You Are Unique 
a. Can’t run away from our mission.  You were born to complete it 

i. Story of Yonah. 
b. Must believe in ourselves and our capacity to make a difference 

i. Rav Tzadok – Tzidkas ha’tzadik #154  
ii. Modeh ani – Hashem believes in you 

c. Why does Kaddish not mention death?  Dr. Lamm when each person dies a small piece of 
God is gone so we pray yisgadal v’yiskadash, His name should be made great again. 
 

VI. Judaism Not Meant Just for Jews 
a. Rambam – Moreh nevuchim – Avraham is out in the world making it a better place 
b. Rav Eli Sadan  

i. Passive compliance versus proactive responsibility. 
ii. Not on treadmill of Jewish life that may even include shemiras ha’mitzvos. 

iii. What are your goals and where do you hope to be? 
c. Aleynu – l’sakein olam  
d. Making a difference with humility  

i. Avraham sought to leave his mark not out of ego but out of duty. 
ii. Starbucks CEO – servant leadership  

 
VII. Making a Difference 

a. National difference 
i. Joe Gitler - Leket 

ii. Rav Meir Shapiro – founder of daf yomi 
iii. Rochelle Shoretz - Sharsheret 
iv. Mr. Rosenberger – sha’atnez 

b. Local difference 
i. Daniel Zacks – shofar in Kiryat Shemona 

 
VIII. Legacy We Leave 

a. Can’t guarantee great grandchildren will know your name, can only work on the Dash 
b. Rav Wolbe - Be indispensible, make yourself needed by the klal 
c. Eddie Jacobson and Harry Truman  



Finding Your Mission – Boca Raton Synagogue – Rabbi Efrem Goldberg 

	   Page	  #3	  

	  

1. Mishna Rosh Hashana 1:2 

2. Machzor 

3. Gemara 
Rosh Hashana 18a 
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4. Maharal  (1520-1609) 

Chiddushei Aggados 

6. Gemara Eruvin  

5. Gemara Shabbos 77b 
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9. Lubavitcher Rebbe 
R’ Menachem Mendel 

Schneerson z’tl 
1902-1994 

8. Gemara Shavuos 35b  

7. Shemos 12:51 

It	  happened	  on	  that	  very	  day:	  Hashem	  
took	  the	  Children	  of	  Israel	  out	  of	  the	  
land	  of	  Egypt,	  in	  their	  legions	  	  
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10. Gemara Berachos 28b 

Our Sages taught: One who sees the assembly 
of Israel recites “Blessed be the Sage of 
Mysteries,’ for all their minds work differently 
and all their faces are dissimilar.  The more one 
delves into the psyches of individual Jews, the 
more one is astonished by the immense 
differences among them, whether it be with 
respect to their internalizing the same 
experience and education, each in his own 
unique way, or with respect to their inherent 
nature – which expresses itself also in a 
person’s external appearance.  Nonetheless, it 
is precisely these very differences that enable 
all Jews to join together in furtherance of a 
common goal: the rebuilding of the world in its 
intended ideal state.  It is a source of 
wonderment that He Yisbarach in His supreme 
wisdom comprehends the mysteries of these 
manifold differences and polarities that 
interconnect to create a harmonious whole in a 
way known only to Him… 

11. Ayn Aya – Berachos #284 
Rav Avraham Yitzchak Ha’Kohen Kook 

1865-1935  
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13. Mesillas Yesharim 
R’ Moshe Chaim Luzzatto (Ramchal) 

1707-1746 

12. Nesivos Shalom - Rosh Hashana 
Rabbi Sholom Noach Berezovsky 

1911-2000 
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14. David Brooks 
The Road to Character 
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15. Michtav Mei’Eliyahu 
Rav Eliyahu Dessler 

1892-1953 

16. Nesivos Shalom  
Rabbi Sholom Noach Berezovsky 

1911-2000 
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Before anything else, a 
person is obligated to  
reflect upon and search 
out what is his unique  
mission for the sake of 
which he descended to  
this world .. 

17. Nesivos Shalom  
Rabbi Sholom 

Noach Berezovsky 
1911-2000 
Lech Lecha 
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Blessed	  are	  you	  God….Who	  with	  His	  
utterance	  created	  the	  heavens,	  and	  with	  
the	  breath	  of	  His	  mouth	  their	  legion.	  	  A	  
decree	  and	  a	  schedule	  did	  He	  give	  them,	  
that	  they	  not	  alter	  their	  assigned	  tasks.	  	  
They	  are	  joyous	  and	  glad	  to	  perform	  
the	  Will	  of	  their	  Creator.	  

He	  counts	  the	  number	  of	  the	  stars,	  calling	  
each	  by	  name.	  Rase	  your	  eyes	  on	  high	  and	  see	  Who	  created	  

these	  things!	  He	  brings	  forth	  their	  legions	  by	  
number;	  He	  calls	  to	  each	  of	  them	  by	  name.	  

19. Kiddush Levana 

20. Mishna Sanhedrin 37a  

21. Rambam Hilchos Teshuva 3:4 

22. Tehillim 147:4 23. Yeshaya 40:26 

24. Pirkei Avos 2:5  
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25. Howard Schultz  
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26. Tzav V’Ziruz (10) 
 

R’ Kalonymus Kalman 
Shapira, Piaseczno, Rebbe 

 
1889-1943 
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THE	  CALLING	  

I	  would	  find	  it	  difficult	  to	  put	  my	  finger	  on	  a	  life-‐changing	  moment	  in	  my	  formative	  years.	  	  
There	  are	  people	  who	  have	  that;	  Wordsworth	  has	  written	  extensively	  about	  his	  own	  experience	  
in	  that	  respect,	  and	  I	  could	  appreciate	  and	  understand	  the	  significance	  of	  that	  in	  a	  person’s	  life.	  	  I	  
have	  had	  moments	  which	  were,	  spiritually	  speaking,	  revelatory	  of	  the	  outer	  world,	  of	  God,	  and	  
of	  my	  inner	  world;	  but	  I	  cannot	  say	  that	  there	  were	  moments	  in	  which	  the	  course	  of	  my	  life	  was	  
redirected	  and	  re-‐charted.	  

	  
It	  was	  clear	  to	  me,	  from	  a	  very	  early	  age,	  that	  I	  wanted	  to	  be	  able	  to	  make	  some	  difference,	  

to	  leave	  the	  world	  a	  little	  bit	  better	  than	  I	  found	  it.	  	  It	  was	  clear	  to	  me	  that	  for	  me	  as	  a	  Jew,	  as	  a	  
ben	  Torah,	  this	  meant	  trying	  to	  work	  within	  the	  ambience	  of	  the	  Jewish	  people,	  and	  the	  Torah-‐
oriented	  part	  in	  particular.	  	  What	  form	  that	  would	  take	  subsequently,	  I	  didn’t	  know	  at	  the	  age	  of	  
twelve.	  	  At	  the	  age	  of	  twelve,	  I	  knew	  that	  I	  wanted	  to	  make	  a	  difference,	  that	  I	  wanted	  to	  be	  a	  
teacher	  of	  Torah,	  but	  that	  still	  left	  a	  question	  as	  to	  whether	  I	  would	  be	  able	  to	  do	  it.	  	  At	  the	  age	  of	  
twelve	  I	  do	  not	  expect	  that	  I	  considered	  that	  question	  as	  such;	  I	  was	  too	  young	  to	  perceive	  that.	  	  I	  
do	  recall	  a	  conversation	  while	  I	  was	  a	  student	  at	  Yeshiva	  College,	  when	  several	  of	  us	  discussed	  
our	  plans	  for	  the	  future,	  and	  I	  said,	  “I	  want	  to	  give	  a	  shiur;	  I	  want	  to	  spread	  Torah.”	  	  One	  of	  them	  
asked,	  “Will	  you	  be	  able	  to	  do	  it?”	  	  I	  said,	  without	  arrogance	  and	  without	  vanity,	  that	  I	  thought	  I	  
could	  do	  a	  good	  job.	  	  However,	  until	  you	  actually	  take	  the	  plunge,	  you	  cannot	  know	  for	  certain	  
whether	  you	  will	  succeed.	  	  You	  can	  predict	  that	  certain	  people	  are	  going	  to	  succeed,	  and	  maybe	  
you	  want	  to	  include	  yourself	  among	  those;	  but,	  at	  some	  point,	  the	  plunge	  has	  to	  be	  taken.	  

27. Reb Shlomo Speaks, page 121 
Rabbi Shlomo Freifeld 

1925-1990 

28. Rav Aharon Lichtenstein 
1933-2015 

“My Education and Aspirations: 
Autobiographical Reflections” 
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… If a person comes to ask 
what is the straight  
path that he should choose 
for himself in the way that 
he should learn or with 
which mitzvah 
he should be most careful, 
the answer is found in 
Koheles: 
“Walk in the paths of your  
heart.” What your heart is pulled after is clearly  
what your soul perceives to be good for you. 

The	  aspiration,	  the	  yearning,	  the	  valuing	  of	  making	  the	  world	  a	  better	  place	  –	  that	  could	  
have	  taken	  on	  a	  number	  of	  forms.	  	  This	  aspiration	  appeared	  in	  much	  of	  the	  Victorian	  literature	  
that	  I	  like,	  in	  musar	  literature,	  and	  in	  the	  words	  of	  my	  rebbe’im	  and	  others	  who	  influenced	  me.	  	  
Rav	  Hutner	  started	  Chaim	  Berlin	  with	  four	  students	  in	  1936	  in	  a	  basement	  in	  Brooklyn,	  and	  it	  
grew	  into	  a	  major	  yeshiva.	  	  The	  Mirrer	  Yeshiva,	  with	  thousands	  of	  students	  now,	  started	  with	  
only	  ten.	  	  I	  do	  not	  say	  that	  I	  have	  that	  measure	  of	  success,	  but	  I	  have	  the	  desire	  to	  spread	  Torah,	  
out	  of	  a	  love	  for	  Torah,	  out	  of	  a	  love	  for	  my	  fellow	  Jew,	  out	  of	  a	  conviction	  that	  Torah	  is	  the	  
lifeline,	  the	  lifeblood,	  of	  the	  Jewish	  people.	  	  In	  order	  to	  help	  the	  Jewish	  people,	  then,	  I	  wanted	  to	  
help	  in	  a	  manner	  connected	  to	  Torah.	  

	  
At	  the	  same	  time,	  I	  didn’t	  want	  to	  lead	  a	  cloistered,	  Ivy	  League,	  ivory-‐tower	  life.	  	  I	  knew	  all	  

about	  the	  debate	  about	  the	  ivory	  tower,	  and	  it	  is	  a	  debate	  which,	  to	  some	  extent,	  I	  live	  with,	  
trying	  to	  avoid	  making	  a	  move	  or	  making	  a	  decision	  too	  far	  in	  one	  direction	  or	  the	  other;	  I	  try	  to	  
encompass	  both	  elements.	  	  I	  give	  a	  shiur	  in	  Menachot;	  that	  is	  the	  “ivory	  tower”	  part	  of	  me	  –	  a	  
wonderful	  part,	  which	  I	  appreciate	  and	  love.	  	  Still,	  there	  is	  also	  a	  need	  to	  try	  to	  impact	  upon	  
communal	  life	  as	  well.	  	  There	  are	  two	  ways	  of	  doing	  that.	  	  One	  is	  to	  become	  engaged	  and	  
involved	  in	  communal	  life	  directly,	  and	  the	  other	  is	  to	  help	  build	  up	  an	  institution	  which	  will	  
indirectly	  impact	  in	  some	  way.	  	  I	  do	  not	  tell	  you	  that	  at	  some	  point	  I	  sat	  down	  and	  made	  the	  
calculation	  one	  way	  or	  the	  other.	  	  At	  the	  very	  outset,	  when	  HaRav	  Amital	  invited	  me	  to	  join	  him	  
here,	  his	  letter	  was	  clear.	  	  He	  wrote	  me,	  “You	  know	  for	  yourself	  what	  the	  relationship	  between	  
the	  yeshiva	  world	  and	  the	  non-‐yeshiva	  world	  is	  like,	  and	  what	  attitudes	  they	  have	  towards	  each	  
other;	  let’s	  go	  change	  it!”	  

	  
This	  decision	  is	  something	  that	  grows	  upon	  you;	  it	  is	  not	  as	  if	  you	  sit	  down	  one	  morning,	  

make	  a	  list	  of	  the	  pros	  and	  cons,	  and	  simply	  decide.	  	  It	  is	  one	  of	  the	  most	  important	  decisions	  of	  
your	  life;	  it	  takes	  time,	  and	  then	  one	  morning	  you	  wake	  up	  and	  you	  know	  that	  this	  is	  it:	  this	  is	  
what	  you	  want;	  this	  is	  where	  you	  are	  headed;	  this	  is	  what	  you	  can	  see	  yourself	  doing.	  

29. Netziv  - R’ Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin 
1816-1893 

Bamidbar 15:41 
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30. Pirkei Avos  

31. Rabbi Akiva Tatz   
The Thinking Jewish Teenager’s 

Guide to Life 
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One of the profound truths in 
Creation would seem to be that 
each man’s nature fits his task 
in life so that it is specifically 
his best natural quality that can 
overcome the most basic fault 
that he has. One who succeeds 
in grasping his chief quality 
and knowing his chief fault has 
attained a tremendous thing, 
for now he knows what God  
asks from him. 

33. Chovos Ha’Levavos 
Sha’ar Ha’Emunah (3) 

32. Alei Shor  
R’ Shlomo Wolbe 

1914-2005 
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The Sages relate that (the Biblical 
figure) Hanoch was a shoemaker. 
“Over every stitch that he sewed in a 
pair of shoes, he would perform  
unifications of the heavenly realms.” 
Rabbi Yisrael Salanter explained what 
form these unifications took: Hanoch 
invested careful thought and intent 
into each stitch – his intention was that 
each  
stitch go toward creating a 
comfortable and sturdy shoe so that 
the owner would be able to get the 
maximum benefit out of it ... When an 
individual infuses loving kindness and 
love of other human beings into his 
work, this is the  
greatest form of “unifications”! 

In God’s world, there is nothing or 
no type of pursuit that is devoid of 
holiness. Wherever refined character 
traits, kindness, and love of fellow 
man can be found, the work being 
done is elevated to the level of 
Divine service 

35.  Alei Shor - Rav Shlomo Wolbe  
1914-2005 

36. Tzav V’Ziruz  
R’ Kalonymus Kalman 

Shapira, Piaseczno, Rebbe 
1889-1943 
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An individual who knows himself and 
is aware of his nature, and who knows 
that whatever God has given him is a 
wondrous gift – if he will only take 
advantage of his talents and strengths 
he will attain all desirable traits. Such 
an individual does not suffer from 
jealousy or envy another person’s  
lot in life! ... Do not compare yourself 
to others. Have faith in your Creator 
that He has given you all of your 
spiritual needs! 

37.  Alei Shor  
Rav Shlomo Wolbe  

38. Sefer Yonah 
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40. Siddur 

Just as one must believe in God,  
so must he believe in himself. 

39. Tzidkas Ha’Tzadik #154 
R’ Tzadok Ha’Kohen 

1823-1900 
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41. Kaddish 

42. Universal National Service 
R’ Eli Sadan  
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43. Service & Sacrifice 
R’ Eli Sadan  
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44.  Aleynu  

45. Alei Shor 2:305 
R’ Shlomo Wolbe 

1914-2005 
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Former&Teaneck&Resident&to&be&Honored&in&New
York&for&His&Work&Serving&Israel’s&Needy

Joseph  Gitler,  Founder  and  Chairman  of  Leket  Israel,  Israel’s
National  Food  Bank  and  largest  food  rescue  network,  will  be
honored for his leadership on Saturday night, November 8, 2014 in
New York City at the American Friends of Leket Israel gala dinner
benefitting the David A. Cohen Family Leket Meal Rescue Project.
Gitler,  a  former  resident  of  Teaneck,  NJ  and  current  resident  of
Ra’anana,  Israel  will  be  in  town  next  month  to  celebrate  Leket
Israel’s  10  years  of  food  rescue  for  Israelis  in  need.  The  Alpha
Epsilon Pi fraternity, a longtime partner of Leket Israel, will receive
the Young Visionary Honoree award at the gala.

Gitler,  a  graduate of  The Moriah School,  Yeshiva University,  and
Fordham University Law School, made aliyah in 2000 with his wife and daughter and soon became
disturbed by the increasing poverty he observed in his new country.

“It was painful and shocking to witness so many people struggling just to get by, especially knowing that
at the same time vast quantities of food were being wasted,” said Gitler. “Food rescue organizations
have existed in the States for decades and I was surprised that there was no one in Israel rescuing food
en masse.”

He began by packing his station wagon full of excess meals collected from catering halls late at night
after  weddings  and  bar  mitzvahs  had  ended  and  delivering  the  food  to  local  nonprofits.  As  the
organization grew, acquiring fresh fruit and vegetables (now the largest source of food donated to Leket)
and dairy items became a high priority, as they are often prohibitively expensive for the poor. Today
Leket Israel has 50,000 volunteers and 100 employees working together with 180 nonprofit  partners
across the country to serve 140,000 Israelis in need each week, including disadvantaged children, single
mothers, Holocaust survivors, and a growing group of working poor among others. Virtually all the fresh
food Leket Israel provides to the needy is excess and would otherwise be destroyed.

For his work in food rescue and feeding the needy Gitler was awarded the 2014 Nefesh B’Nefesh Bonei
Zion Prize and shortly thereafter was named to the Jerusalem Post’s list of 50 Most Influential Jews.

“I am humbled to be recognized for working to alleviate hunger and reduce food waste in Israel and I
look forward to celebrating with all of Leket’s friends and supporters on Nov. 8. We still have a long way
to go but I believe we are headed in the right direction.”

To learn more about Leket Israel or to make reservations to the dinner in NY on Nov. 8 contact Lauren at
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N.Y. / REGION

Rochelle Shoretz, Founder of Cancer Support
Group, Dies at 42
By SAM ROBERTS JUNE 2, 2015

As a 28-year-old who had just learned she had breast cancer in 2001, Rochelle
Shoretz founded a support group for cancer patients while sitting in her oncologist’s
office awaiting chemotherapy. She called it Sharsheret, Hebrew for chain. In 2009,
the cancer returned.

“I started out as the first link in that chain,” Ms. Shoretz, a lawyer, told ABC
News two years ago. “The chain has come full circle, so I get to draw on the chain
myself.”

Ms. Shoretz died on Sunday at her home in Teaneck, N.J. She was 42. The cause
was complications of the cancer, a statement on Sharsheret’s website said.

Ms. Shoretz, a graduate of Barnard College and Columbia Law School, had just
finished clerking for Associate Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg of the United States
Supreme Court when she noticed an indentation in one of her breasts. A lump was
discovered during a full breast examination, and the growth was found to be
malignant.

After learning that she did not have the genetic mutation that triggers breast
and ovarian cancers, she chose a lumpectomy rather than more radical surgery and
also underwent chemotherapy.

But when the cancer returned, it was diagnosed as Stage IV, meaning that it had
spread to other organs. She had a double mastectomy.

Rochelle Shoretz, Founder of Cancer Support Group, Dies at 42... http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/03/nyregion/rochelle-shoretz-...
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By then she was the mother of two boys.

“When I was diagnosed, there were a lot of offers to help with meals and
transport my kids,” Ms. Shoretz told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency in 2003, “but I
really wanted to speak to another young mom who was going to have to explain to
her kids that she was going to lose her hair to chemo.”

Since then, Sharsheret has fielded tens of thousands of inquiries from women
who have breast cancer or who are at greater genetic risk of getting breast or ovarian
cancer, and it connects them with health professionals, peer support groups and
other resources.

In 2004, in a letter to The New York Times, Ms. Shoretz wrote: “One in 40
Jewish women of Ashkenazi descent is a carrier of mutations in the genes
responsible for hereditary breast cancer. Yet many Jewish women do not learn about
these genes until a series of breast or ovarian cancer diagnoses affect their family.
Physician education about genetic testing would certainly go a long way in helping
families identify their risks of genetic conditions.”

Rochelle Lee Shoretz was born in Brooklyn on July 27, 1972. She was the
daughter of Morris Shoretz and Sherry Tenenbaum and the stepdaughter of Jeffrey
Tenenbaum and Carol Ann Finkelstein. After graduating from law school, she
clerked for Justice Ginsburg in 1998 and 1999.

Ms. Shoretz, whose two marriages ended in divorce, is survived by her parents
and stepparents; her sons, Shlomo and Dovid Mirsky; five sisters; and two brothers.

“Of course I wish I had more time,” she told the Jewish newspaper The Forward
in 2009, after learning that her cancer had returned. “I would love to see
grandchildren, to see weddings, to be a part of these amazing things for more time,
but I love life and don’t want to spend any of it mourning the loss of that which I
can’t have. I’d much rather embrace that which I do.”

A version of this article appears in print on June 4, 2015, on page B18 of the New York edition with the
headline: Rochelle Shoretz, 42, Creator of Group for Cancer Patients.

Rochelle Shoretz, Founder of Cancer Support Group, Dies at 42... http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/03/nyregion/rochelle-shoretz-...
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This post has been contributed by a third party. The opinions, facts and any media content here are presented solely by the
author, and The Times of Israel assumes no responsibility for them. In case of abuse, report this post.

Shofar so good
DANIEL ZACKS SEPTEMBER 16, 2015, 3:21 PM

“H oney, turn the TV down, this kid wants to blow shofar for us”.
This bizarre, yet wonderful quote is the one that sums up Rosh Hashana 2015 for
me.

On two sunny Rosh Hashana afternoons this year, I walked around the lovely city of Kiryat Shmona
with a few friends from Yeshiva. We had volunteered to be part of “Operation Shofar for Every
Jew”, without really knowing what that meant. I believe every Jew should hear shofar on Rosh
Hashana, and that I should do everything in my power to help make that happen. My Saba taught
me how to blow shofar when I was younger, and I’ve always wanted to perform the mitzvah for
real.

After lunch on the first day, we were handed a shofar, candies for children, Kippot, and a paper
with the blessings. The guy in charge suggested that we go knock on doors and ask whether the
people had heard shofar that morning. We headed out, a little nervous, hoping it would be a
successful operation. Words can’t really describe the feeling of satisfaction after we had finished.
Here are a few scenes stuck in my head that I will never forget.

Scene 1: We get to the house, knock on the door and ask if they’ve heard shofar today. The
grandmother cracks a smile as wide as Broadway, and starts calling all the kids down. Meanwhile,
the whole family invites us to sit with them, eat (which we politely refused), and drink. They lower
the music and TV volume, and anxiously wait for me to begin. When I finish, and open my eyes, I
notice tears streaming down a few faces. Something about the cry of the shofar had hit them very
deeply. In just 5 minutes, we had turned a family get-together barbecue into something incredibly
meaningful for them.

Scene 2: A big family pool party. For this one, the kids stayed in the pool. The father got out, put
on a shirt and Kippa, and recited the blessings. This was the first time I’ve ever heard of girls in
bikinis hearing shofar.

Scene 3: A guy in a parked car.
We handed him the blessings and Kippa through the window. He turned the motor off, closed his
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eyes, and listened to the same sound our nation has been listening to on Rosh Hashana for
thousands of years.

There were about 15 more houses we visited, all with the same results. Everyone was thrilled, and
tried to shower us with food and drinks. They were so grateful we had come to share the mitzvah
with them. We also blew for people on the street, people in cars, and people in the park.

The connection between Secular Jews and Judaism is extremely powerful. Even the people that
appear to be the furthest away from the Torah, share a deep connection to it. They want Judaism,
they’re thirsty for it, they just need it to be brought closer to them. The smiles, the blessings, and
the emotions felt throughout the afternoon are three things I will never forget.

The best feeling in the world is knowing you helped bring Jews closer to Judaism. The whole time
felt like we were on Shlichut (on a mission). That is the definition of Kibbutz Galuyot, helping Israel
regain it’s Jewish identity. We probably blew shofar for about 100 people that wouldn’t have heard
it otherwise. I highly recommend the operation to everyone next year, it’s a tremendous mitzvah
that can really impact lives. I don’t think they’ll ever forget the three teenage boys that came to
blow shofar for them on Rosh Hashana. When I left the yeshiva that afternoon, I was planning on
giving. Little did I know how much I would be gaining from it too. Shana Tova!
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Joseph Rosenberger

1 Biography
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2 Williamsburg shatnes laboratory
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& Harry Truman 

"It is never too late to be what 
you might have been."  

- George Eliot  
 

"You are never too old to set 
another goal or to dream a new 
dream."  

-C. S. Lewis 




